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Spring 2015
Monday and Wednesday 11:00-12:15
BSN 1403
Professor: Dr. C. Grogan





Office Location: CPR 358-H
Office Hours: MW 9:15-10:45 and by appointment 

Office Phone: 813.974.9576
Email: cgrogan@mail.usf.edu (best way to reach me)

Credit Hours: 3

Department: English

College: Arts and Sciences
Prerequisites: none
1. Course Description
This course prepares English majors and minors with the basic critical and technical skills and understanding for subsequent literary study in 3000- and 4000-level courses towards the major. Students learn how to study and interpret literature through critical analysis, including using key literary terms and concepts related to elements of the basic literary genres: prose fiction (plot and structure, point of view, characters, setting, imagery, language, theme); poetry (speaker and tone, diction and syntax, figures of speech, sound, rhythm and meter, theme); plays (plot and structure, characters, stage directions and setting, imagery, language, theme); essays (voice, style, structure, ideas).

Through short assignments, students develop skills in exposition, argument, description, comparison, emphasis, analysis, summary, and style. In terms of critical thought, they learn how to avoid fallacies and to build logic, organization, clarity, interpretation, and invention. They develop peer-editing skills as they revise their research papers.

Students learn correct MLA citation methods and other composition elements of scholarly writing, as well as research methods, including library and database research. The course has students use research techniques in each of the four writing assignments. The course’s literary texts include the genres of poetry, short story, novel, and drama. 

In addition, the course briefly introduces major areas of literary criticism in order to build students’ awareness of the variety and value of critical approaches to literature. Course work includes four papers, peer and draft work, scholarly research, occasional in-class writing, quizzes, and class participation. No exams are involved. 
2. Course Objectives 

· To develop skills of literary analysis and interpretation in all genres of literature
· To develop critical skills for writing about literature such as argument, exposition, description, and summary
· To develop critical thinking skills such as organization, evaluation, comparison, and to learn how to avoid logical fallacies 
· To build a working knowledge of conducting literary research through inquiry, library and database searches, and assessment of primary and secondary sources
· To format research-based writing in the style of the Modern Language Association, latest edition
· To build awareness of various approaches to literary criticism
3. Required Texts 

· Arp, Thomas R. and Greg Johnson. Perrine’s Sound & Sense: An Introduction to Poetry. 14th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, 2011. ISBN-10: 1133307248
· Graff, Gerald, Cathy Birkenstein, and Russel Durst. "They Say/I Say": The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. 2E. New York: Norton, 2012. ISBN 978-0-393-91275-3
· MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: MLA, 2009. ISBN 978-1-60329-024-1
· Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye. 1970. New York: Plume, 1994. ISBN 0-452-27305-6
· Sipiora, Phillip. Reading and Writing about Literature. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 2002. ISBN 0-13-027974-9
· Wilson, August. “Fences.” (posted to Canvas)
· Stone, Robert. “Miserere,” “Bear and His Daughter,” and “Helping” (posted to Canvas)
4. Course Policies

· Attendance: You are expected to come to class prepared. You must have read and/or completed the assignment for the day. You may be called on in class. Attendance is mandatory. Because of the interactive nature of this course, absences will seriously affect your final grade. You are allowed to miss two classes without being penalized. You can use these absences for family emergencies, oversleeping, doctor’s appointments, car problems, pet problems, work issues, and alien encounters. Every unexcused absence thereafter will lower your Preparation grade 10 points. Each excused absence must be supported by documentation (such as a doctor’s note, a police report, or some proof of funeral attendance) within a week of the absence. “Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, by the second class meeting” (January 7). I reserve the right to count you as absent if your behavior indicates an intellectual absence (that is, if you read the newspaper, play with your phone or laptop, use your laptop, etc.). Ten or more absences will result in automatic failure from the course. Do not be late. Tardies lower your Preparation grade by 5 points. Same applies for leaving class early. You are allowed to be late or leave class early two times without penalty. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to check with me that class period to ensure the absence is changed to a tardy.

· Technology: Use of cell phones, iPods, and laptops is prohibited during class—this includes text-messaging. Students are required to use Canvas for course assignments and grading information. In addition, students are required to check USF email on a regular basis. You must print your assignments.

· Plagiarism: The penalty for plagiarism will be automatic failure in the course, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students with a letter of intention to assign an F or FF. See me if you are in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism. “The University of South Florida has an account with an automated plagiarism detection service which allows instructors to submit student assignments to be checked for plagiarism. I reserve the right to submit assignments to this detection system. Assignments are compared automatically with a huge database of journal articles, web articles, and previously submitted papers. The instructor receives a report showing exactly how a student’s paper was plagiarized.” See http://www.usg.usf.edu/pdf/cat1213/Final_Catalog.pdf for USF Undergraduate Catalogue’s definitions and policy, and consult with me if you are uncertain.    
· SDS: “Students in need of academic accommodations for a disability may consult with the office of Students with Disabilities Services to arrange appropriate accommodations. Students are required to give reasonable notice prior to requesting an accommodation. Contact SDS at 974.4309 or www.sds.usf.edu.”

· Due Dates: Assignments are due during the class period in which they are scheduled to be due. Quizzes and in-class writing cannot be made up. Papers must be printed and stapled. Late papers (without proper documentation) will result in a zero. In addition to submitting hard copies, you may be required to submit assignments electronically. 
· Professionalism: I expect you to be professional at all times. Respect others’ opinions, especially when they differ from your own. 
· Notes: Recording of class lecture or discussion on any media is prohibited without my written permission. Students are not permitted to sell notes or tapes of class lectures. 
5. Grading Policy

What Grades on Essays Mean (adapted from Dr. Anne Stockdell-Giesler’s syllabus)

A = Outstanding 

A’s are reserved for truly excellent work. They should never be handed out freely, or then they become undervalued. A’s should be hard won and rarely awarded. Those who earn an A can be truly proud of their accomplishment. The A paper is original, energetic, engaging, and remarkable in its grammatical, syntactical, and mechanical precision.

B = Very Good

The B paper is far above average. It not only responds to the assignment, but does so with careful consideration. It is articulate and thoughtful. It may have one or two serious grammar problems, or even lack somewhat in organization, but overall it has few flaws.

C = Average

The C paper has done an adequate job of completing the assignment. There is a clear thesis; there are fully developed supporting ideas; there is original thought in the paper. A paper is graded a C instead of a higher grade because it may lack obvious care in proofreading or revising; might not adhere to basic citation standards; or, perhaps, has multiple repeated errors or one or two major errors (such as serious problems with word choice or grammar). 

D = Below Average

Students who earn a D usually have failed to address the topic; have serious grammatical or mechanical errors; have little sense of organization.

6. Graded Assignments 

Writing Assignment 1







10%
Writing Assignment 2







15%

Writing Assignment 3







20%

Writing Assignment 4







25%

Paper Presentation







5%

Quizzes









10%

Preparation








15%
	A+ (96-100) 4.00
	B+ (86-89) 3.33
	C+ (76-79) 2.33
	D+ (66-69) 1.33

	A (93-95) 4.00
	B (83-85) 3.00
	C (73-75) 2.00
	D (63-65) 1.00

	A- (90-92) 3.67
	B- (80-82) 2.67
	C- (70-72) 1.67 
	D- (60-62) 0.67


7. Writing Assignments 

Students will write four papers. 

Paper 1: Short Story Scholarship: This 2-page paper analyzes and critiques a secondary, scholarly article or book chapter on one of the short stories in the Sipiora book or one of Stone’s stories. The secondary source has to be at least 12 pages long and published in the last 20 years. 

Paper 2: Short Story: You have a choice for this one. This 3-page essay analyzes one of the stories from one of the schools of interpretation or it engages the “they say/I say” model and supports its own argument. If you do the latter, you should use the secondary source you wrote about for Paper 1.  

Paper 3: On the Play and Novel: This 5-page essay compares and contrasts Wilson’s “Fences” and Morrison’s Bluest Eye. 

Paper 4: On Poetry or A Revision: You have a choice for this one. You can either write a 3-page explication of any two poems in Arp’s Perrine's Sound & Sense: An Introduction to Poetry that we may or may not have discussed in class or revise Paper 2 or Paper 3. If you revise, you need to resubmit the graded original with my comments. 

All of your essays should include a clear thesis and argument and conform to MLA style guidelines. I will ask the following questions as I grade your essays:

1. Is the author's argument clearly stated in the introduction?
2. Is the topic worth investigating?

3. Is the thesis clearly and convincingly argued?

4. Does the textual evidence support the thesis?

5. Is the essay adequately documented according to MLA style guidelines?

6. Is the writing clear and succinct?

7. Did I learn anything from reading this essay?
8. Has a relevant source been tapped and engaged with?*

Preliminaries—Each paper will go through a peer-review process. Although I will not collect these sketches until I collect the final essay, your performance during the peer-review process will factor into your final essay grade.    

8. Paper Presentation

Once this semester, you will present one of your four papers to the class. You can read your paper aloud to the class, emphasizing your main points. If PowerPoint (or other audio-visuals) will enhance your presentation, go for it! Be prepared to answer questions from your classmates and me. We will sign up for these presentations in the first couple weeks of the course. Your classmates and I will provide feedback. Points will be deducted if you fail to submit feedback to your classmates.

9. Quizzes 
In order to help synthesize all of the material that we need to cover in this course, we will have periodic quizzes. These announced quizzes will test your knowledge of chapters from the MLA Handbook and Graff stylebook. 

10. Preparation
Last but not least, preparation and active participation are important parts of learning. You will be expected to contribute to class discussion. This is not a lecture class. Your attendance, contribution to class discussions, preparation for each class, punctuality, and classroom attitude will be reflected in your final class preparation score. 

11. Tentative Schedule 

All readings should be done before the relevant class period. I reserve the right to give quizzes if students do not appear to be reading.




Week 1 
Jan 5
 
Introductions; Syllabus; Sipiora Chapter 1



Jan 7
 
Sipiora Chapter 1 (“Babylon Revisited”)

Week 2 
Jan 12 

Sipiora Chapter 2 (“Indian Camp”) 

Jan 14

Presentation Sign-Ups; Database and Catalog Search; Quiz 1 (Graff 1 

and MLA 1.1-1.5)

Week 3 
Jan 19

No Class
 
 

Jan 21 

Discuss Lisa Tyler’s article and essay on “Indian Camp” in Sipiora book

Week 4 

Jan 26
 
Quiz 2 (Graff 2 and MLA 1.6-1.10); Peer Review 1; Draft Paper 1 due
Jan 28
 
Paper 1 due; Presentations 1

Week 5 
Feb 2

Sipiora Chapter 3 (“Miserere”)

Feb 4
 
Sipiora Chapter 4 (“Sonny’s Blues”); Quiz 3 (Graff 3 and MLA 2)

Week 6 
Feb 9

Sipiora Chapter 4 (“Cathedral”) Quiz 4 (Graff 4 and MLA 3.1-3.5)



Feb 11 

Sipiora Chapter 5 (“The Lottery”) 

Week 7 
Feb 16

Sipiora Chapter 6 and 7 (“Bear and His Daughter”)

Feb 18 

Sipiora Chapter 8 and 9 (“Helping”)

Week 8 
Feb 23 

Quiz 5 (Graff 5 and MLA 3.6-3.8); Peer Review 2; Draft Paper 2 due




Feb 25 

Paper 2 due; Presentations 2 
Week 9 
Mar 2 

No Class



Mar 4 

No Class
Week 10 
Mar 9

Wilson Part 1 
Mar 11
Wilson Part 2

Week 11
Mar 16
Wilson entire; Quiz 6 (Graff 6 and MLA 4)
Mar 18
 
Morrison Autumn and Winter 

Week 12 
Mar 23
 
Morrison Spring and Summer



Mar 25

Morrison entire; Quiz 7 (Graff 7 and MLA 5.1-5.4) 

Week 13 
Mar 30
Quiz 8 (Graff 8 and MLA 5.5-5.8); Peer Review 3; Draft Paper 3 due 
Apr 1

Paper 3 due; Presentations 3 
Week 14 
Apr 6 

Perrine Chapters 1-3 

Apr 8
Perrine Chapters 4-6; Quiz 9 (Graff 9 and MLA 6)

Week 15
Apr 13 

Perrine Chapters 7-9


Apr 15

Perrine Chapters 10-12
Week 16 
Apr 20

Quiz 10 (Graff 10 and MLA 7); Peer Review 4; Draft Paper 4 due


Apr 22

Paper 4 due; Presentations 4
