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LIT 3155.902 Twentieth Century Literature

Spring 2012 

Thursday 6:20-9:05
Room: CPR 337
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Professor: Dr. Christine Grogan

Office Location: CPR 322
Office Hours: MW 2-3, R 5-6, and by appointment
Office Phone: 813.974.2663
Email: cgrogan@mail.usf.edu (best way to reach me)
Department: English

College: Arts and Sciences

Credits: 3
1. Course Description
“To write poetry after Auschwitz is barbaric” wrote theorist Theodor Adorno in 1949, anticipating the problem of representation for the 20th-century artist. Deeply affected by the devastation of the world wars, writers responded by registering humanity’s increasing inhumanity. 
This course examines some of the major literary works of the twentieth century written in English and will explore ways in which authors have expressed the age, its great issues and conflicts, in order to gain an historical perspective that will help us relate the present to the recent past. Similar works have been paired so that we can compare and/or contrast them. Students will perform close readings of texts, engage critical thinking skills, and respond to literary works. 

Twentieth Century Literature is part of the University of South Florida’s Foundation of Knowledge and Learning Core Curriculum. It is certified as a Writing Intensive Course fulfilling the following dimensions: Critical Thinking, Inquiry-based Learning, and Written Language Competency. This course also meets the writing requirements of a Gordon Rule 6A Communications course; students will write at least 4,500 words. At least one assignment will include a revision. Students enrolled in this course will be asked to participate in the USF General Education Assessment effort. This might involve submitting copies of writing assignments for review, responding to surveys, or participating in other measurements designed to assess the FKL Core Curriculum Learning Outcomes. 

To satisfy the Gordon Rule, students must earn a letter grade of “C-” or better in the course. The S/U option is not available for this course. A grade of “I” will be awarded only in the case of a medical or family emergency and, in conjunction with University policy, “only when a small portion of the student’s work is incomplete and only when the student is otherwise earning a passing grade.”

2. Course Objectives 
· To appreciate great twentieth-century works written in English and the historical context that has shaped them 
· To acquire tools for reading and writing critically about the social and cultural perspectives represented in the literature 
· To raise considerations about the representations of identity, trauma, family, and freedom 
· To conduct critical inquiry and research to produce advanced undergraduate writing

3. Required Texts
· Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. 1952. New York: Vintage, 1995. ISBN 0-679-73276-4
· Fitzgerald, F. Scott. Tender Is the Night. 1934. New York: Scribner, 2003. ISBN 0-684-80154-X
· Fitzgerald, Zelda. The Collected Writings of Zelda Fitzgerald. Ed. Matthew J. Bruccoli. Tuscaloosa: U of Alabama P, 1991. ISBN 0-8173-0884-9 
· Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye. 1970. New York: Plume, 1994. ISBN 0-452-27305-6
· Plath, Sylvia. The Bell Jar. 1971. New York: Harper, 2005. ISBN: 978-0-06-083702-0
· Salinger, J. D. The Catcher in the Rye. 1945. Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1991. ISBN: 0-316-76948-7

4. Course Policies

· Attendance is mandatory. Because of the interactive nature of this course, absences will seriously affect your final grade. You are allowed to miss one class without being penalized. You can use this absence for a family emergency, oversleeping, doctor’s appointment, car problem, pet problem, work issue, and alien encounter. Every unexcused absence thereafter will lower your Preparation grade 40 points. Each excused absence must be supported by documentation (such as a doctor’s note, a police report, or some proof of funeral attendance) within a week of the absence. “Students who anticipate the necessity of being absent from class due to the observation of a major religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to the instructor, in writing, by the second class meeting” (January 19th). I reserve the right to count you as absent if your behavior indicates an intellectual absence (that is, if you read the newspaper, play with your phone, use your laptop for non-class related activities, etc.). Five or more absences will result in automatic failure from the course. Do not be late. Tardies lower your Preparation grade by 5 points. Same applies for leaving class early. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to check with me that class period to ensure the absence is changed to a tardy. 

· Use of cell phones and iPods is prohibited during class—this includes text-messaging. Use of laptops is permitted if you are typing up notes that directly pertain to this class and if you sit in the front row.  
· Students are required to use Blackboard for course assignments and grading information. In addition, students are required to check USF email on a regular basis. You must have access to a printer. Note: You can print for free at the Marshall Student Center.
· The penalty for plagiarism will be automatic failure in the course, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students with a letter of intention to assign an F or FF. See me if you are in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism. “The University of South Florida has an account with an automated plagiarism detection service which allows instructors to submit student assignments to be checked for plagiarism. I reserve the right to submit assignments to this detection system. Assignments are compared automatically with a huge database of journal articles, web articles, and previously submitted papers. The instructor receives a report showing exactly how a student’s paper was plagiarized.” See http://www.usg.usf.edu/catalogs/0809/adadap.htm for USF Undergraduate Catalogue’s definitions and policy, and consult with me if you are uncertain.    
· “Students in need of academic accommodations for a disability may consult with the office of Students with Disabilities Services to arrange appropriate accommodations. Students are required to give reasonable notice prior to requesting an accommodation. Contact SDS at 974.4309 or www.sds.usf.edu.”
· Assignments are due during the class period in which they are scheduled to be due. Quizzes and exams cannot be made up. Late work will result in a 0. In addition to submitting stapled hard copies of papers, you may be required to submit assignments electronically. 
· I expect you to be professional at all times. Respect others’ opinions, especially when they differ from your own. 
· Recording of class lecture or discussion on any media is prohibited without my written permission. Students are not permitted to sell notes or tapes of class lectures. 
5. Graded Assignments 
Student-led Discussion (300 words)





20%
Paper 1
(1200 words)







20%

Paper 2
(1200 words)







20%

Paper 3 (1200 words)







20%


* One of the first two papers has draft (600 words)
Preparation








20%
	A+ (96-100) 4.00
	B+ (86-89) 3.33
	C+ (76-79) 2.33
	D+ (66-69) 1.33

	A (93-95) 4.00
	B (83-85) 3.00
	C (73-75) 2.00
	D (63-65) 1.00

	A- (90-92) 3.67
	B- (80-82) 2.67
	C- (70-72) 1.67 
	D- (60-62) 0.67


*Please remember that a C represents satisfactory achievement, while an A represents excellence. 

6. Student-led Discussion

Once this semester each student will give a 10-minute presentation on one of our texts. Your task is to focus on one scene (~1-1 ½ pages) from the assigned reading for that day. Read the scene to the class, discuss your observations, arrive at one argument, and ask thought-provoking questions. You can show clips from YouTube, if this enhances your presentation. I encourage you to use PowerPoint. In addition, you are required to submit a 300-word write-up of your observations and your one argument. I need a copy of all of your notes emailed to me by noon the day before your presentation. I will then upload your notes to Blackboard. Be creative and energetic. Get your colleagues to engage in the text with you. These presentations are designed to get students to practice analyzing texts in an open-ended way, bringing observations and questions to the class and probing the class to explore details of the work further. I will pass out the sign-up sheet on the second day of class and post the schedule of presentations to Blackboard. 

7. Papers

There are three papers due this semester. The first will be a 1200-word essay in which you respond to a question I pose, asking you to put F. Scott Fitzgerald’s work in dialogue with Zelda Fitzgerald’s. The second will be a 1200-page essay in which you respond to a question I pose, asking you to put Morrison’s work in dialogue with Ellison’s. The third will be a 1200-page essay in which you respond to a question I pose, asking you to put Salinger’s work in dialogue with Plath’s. All of the papers should include a clear thesis and conform to MLA style guidelines. You will sign up for which of the first two papers you wish to draft. 

8. Preparation
Last but not least, preparation and active participation are important parts of learning. You will be expected to contribute to class discussion. This is not a 3-hour lecture class. Your attendance, contribution to class discussions, preparation for each class, punctuality, and classroom attitude will be reflected in your final class preparation score. 
9. Tentative Schedule 

All readings should be done before the relevant class period. 
Week 1 


January 12 Introductions and Syllabus
Week 2

January 19 Perloff article (Blackboard); Fitzgerald 1-125, Student Presentations


Week 3 


January 26 Fitzgerald 125-252, Student Presentations
Week 4


February 2 Fitzgerald 252-315, Student Presentations

Week 5


February 9 Zelda 1-112, Student Presentations
 

Week 6


February 16 Zelda 112-96, Student Presentations
Week 7

February 23 Paper 1 Due; Group 1 Draft; Peer Review; Ellison 1-108, Student 
Presentations
Week 8


March 1 Ellison 109-355, Student Presentations
Week 9

March 8 Ellison 356-581, Student Presentations
Week 10


March 15 No Class
Week 11


March 22 Morrison 1-131, Student Presentations
Week 12


March 29 Morrison 131-216, Student Presentations
Week 13

April 5 Paper 2 Due; Group 2 Draft; Peer Review;
Salinger 1-76, Student Presentations
Week 14


April 12 Salinger 76-214, Student Presentations
Week 15

[image: image2.jpg]WHAT Do 40U THINK TE DEFINING EVENT

OF THe 20TH CENTURY WAS; WORLD AR,
COMMUNISM, RADIO, TALKING FILMS, THE GReAT

DEPRESSION, WORLD WAR If, ATOMIC 5o MES,
Teceuition, THE EUROFEAN (oMMON MARKET,

SPAce TRAVEL, VIETVAM ... ?

THe 2ATH OF eLVIS

P
© Original Artist

Reproduction rights obtainable from
‘www.CartoonStock.com




April 19 Plath 1-169, Student Presentations
Week 16


April 26 Plath 170-244, Student Presentations

Paper 3 Due
